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Contemporary American Review

context of the Electoral College system. Originally, the American constitution was made
by and thus for the men of property, leaving the electoral system a codified practice of
elitism. Nowadays, although it is obsolete to define rights by property, the institutional
structure remains unchanged. This generates an institutionally non-neutral selection bias
that assigns larger chances for political party of higher social classes to win. Besides, the
electoral system has contributed to the regional development of party politics. In 2016
election, Mr. Trump, taking advantage of social media, managed to win the election by
undermining the social support of his opponent, which led to a geo-lemographic
reorganization of the US socio—political forces. However, governing is different from
campaigning. Presidential candidate Trump’s rhetoric to meet the public sentiment in the
campaign will become President Trump’s challenge in governance, and Trump
Administration may switch to foreign affair issues to circumvent domestic restraints.
[Keywords ] American politics; The electoral system; 2016 presidential election;
Trump Administration
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“We Media” and Mr. Trump’s Presidential Campaign

CHEN Xiankui

[Abstract ] In the 2016 presidential campaign of the United States, the roles played by
“We Media” and traditional mass media differed greatly. Tweets sent by presidential
candidate Trump and his interaction with supporters in social media contributed to his
victory in the election. This paper examines the nature of “We Media” communication,
its differerence from mass media communication, and the implication of “We Media”
on major social and political events. Objectiveness, consistency, and inter-activeness
are three basic components of “We Media” communication, which determine the scope
and scale of its influence. In the process of social communication, as long as one of the
three components is satisfied, the media information, regardless true or false, will
spread quickly. Mr. Trump’s presidential campaign and his victory manifested how “We
Media” has shaped the publics perception, judgment, and votes. Mr. Trump’s tweets
and his interaction with his supporters are only one bite of the overall phenomenon of
American “We Media”. “We Media” communication had its influence in the past and
will continue to affect the public opinion, social and political events in the future.
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