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alliance, but this relationship will be challenged occasionally by domestic politics in
both countries.
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Perspective

XTAO Peng

[Abstract ]| The creation and development of National Security Council ( NSC)
originated from both the change of international security environment and American
domestic political power structure. President of the United States introduced the NSC
into the decision making process to offset the checks and balances from the Capitol Hill
and different executive branches. With the evolution of NSC, the president and the
NSC became the interests and power symbiosis. The expansion of NSC’s power in
decision making process and the president’s reliance on it led to the bureaucratization
of this organization, thus, the decision making process may not necessarily be in line
with American national security interests. Looking ahead, with the American strategic
retrenchment, the power structure and influence of NSC will be challenged by domestic
politics in the era of globalization and informationization. Whether NSC will continue to
evolve along the original track and maintain its prestigious position in the decision
making process is a question to be answered in the future.
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Who Governs the United States: The Choice of the Electoral College and
Its Implications

WANG Wei

[Abstract ] This paper examines the nature of the American electoral system, analyzes
the selection mechanism of the Electoral College, and reveals its inherent attribute of
maintaining the capitalist constitution of the United States. This paper also discusses
the non-neutral choice of the electoral system in the United States, analyzes and
compares the distribution and attribution of the electoral votes. To understand the

American presidential election, it is necessary to take into account of the historical

* 125 -



