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American Policy Towards the Disputes in the South China Sea: 1995 -2017

M. Taylor Fravel

[Abstract ] US policy toward the disputes in the South China Sea has four
features. First, the United States has altered its policy in response to changes in the
level of tensions in the dispute. Second, US policy toward the South China Sea has
been premised on the principle of maintaining neutrality regarding the conflicting
claims to sovereignty. Third, as its involvement in managing tensions has increased,
the United States has emphasized the process and principles by which claims should be
pursued more than the final outcome or the resolution of the underlying disputes,
especially conflict management through the conclusion of a binding code of conduct
between ASEAN and China. Fourth, US policy in the South China Sea has sought to
shape Chinas behaviour in the South China Sea by highlighting the costs of coercion
and the pursuit of claims that are inconsistent with customary international law. Looking
forward, the involvement of the United States in seeking to manage tensions in the
South China Sea is likely to continue so long as the territorial and maritime
jurisdictional disputes remain unresolved and states take declaratory steps and
operational actions to assert and defend their claims.
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The Evolution of US—Philippine Defense Relationship and Its Future

LIU Lin

[Abstract | Defense relationship is the key component of the US-Philippine alliance.
This paper examines the evolution and key features of US-Philippine defense
relationship in the past, and discusses the future trajectory of bilateral cooperation in
defense between the United States and Philippine. The defense relationship between
two countries underwent a zigzag development process from close cooperation
immediately after WWII to relative alienation after the end of Cold War and gradual
warming up in recent years. The past development reflected the complex reality of US—
Philippine relationship. Due to historical reasons and the strength gap between the two
countries, this defense relationship is asymmetrical and unequal, vulnerable to the
domestic politics in Philippine. In the long run, the United States and the Philippines
will continue to maintain a special defense relationship within the framework of the
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alliance, but this relationship will be challenged occasionally by domestic politics in
both countries.
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The Transition of National Security Council: A Political Power Structure
Perspective

XTAO Peng

[Abstract ]| The creation and development of National Security Council ( NSC)
originated from both the change of international security environment and American
domestic political power structure. President of the United States introduced the NSC
into the decision making process to offset the checks and balances from the Capitol Hill
and different executive branches. With the evolution of NSC, the president and the
NSC became the interests and power symbiosis. The expansion of NSC’s power in
decision making process and the president’s reliance on it led to the bureaucratization
of this organization, thus, the decision making process may not necessarily be in line
with American national security interests. Looking ahead, with the American strategic
retrenchment, the power structure and influence of NSC will be challenged by domestic
politics in the era of globalization and informationization. Whether NSC will continue to
evolve along the original track and maintain its prestigious position in the decision
making process is a question to be answered in the future.
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Who Governs the United States: The Choice of the Electoral College and
Its Implications

WANG Wei

[Abstract ] This paper examines the nature of the American electoral system, analyzes
the selection mechanism of the Electoral College, and reveals its inherent attribute of
maintaining the capitalist constitution of the United States. This paper also discusses
the non-neutral choice of the electoral system in the United States, analyzes and
compares the distribution and attribution of the electoral votes. To understand the

American presidential election, it is necessary to take into account of the historical
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