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Abstracts

U.S. Intensifying Environmental Provisions in Free Trade Agreements and Its

impacts
Zhou Yamin

Abstract: In recent years the U.S. has initiated the practice of adding environment provisions into free trade a—
greements. By linking free trade agreements with multilateral environmental agreements the U.S. has gradually
formed a paradigm for environmental provisions that are in line with U.S. interests and strengthen its discourse right
in the field of international environment. Such environmental provisions have been popularized in many U.S.-signed
free trade agreements. In order to reach free trade agreement with America the trade partners have to adjust their
domestic environmental policy and laws to meet U.S. requirements. This practice will have a far—reaching impact on
global environmental governance pattern and developing countries’ environmental system. China should have a clear
understanding of this and be well prepared for it accordingly.

Keywords: Environment provision free trade agreement multilateral environmental agreements.

An Analysis of Indonesia’ s Vision as the “Global Maritime Axis”
Liv Chang

Abstract: Indonesian President Joko Widodo proposed a vision of Indonesia as the “Global Maritime Axis” soon af—
ter his coming to power in October last year. This has shown that the priority of Indonesian national development
strategy is shifting from land to ocean. Constructing oceanic infrastructure and defending oceanic sovereignty are the
two major objectives of this vision. Proper timing of the proposal rational analysis of the development needs favor—
able public opinion solid legitimacy foundation and good international image of the country will provide strong
supports for the implementation of the vision. The implementation of the vision will also boost Indonesia’ s national
compelitiveness promote its relations with major powers and help it to play a leading role in regional development.

Keywords: Indonesia’ s vision the global maritime axis conditions regional development

An Analysis of U.S. Policy toward Japan’s Lifting the Ban on “Collective Self-
defense ”

Liu Weidong

Abstracts: After a long period of social mobilization and public opinion preparation the Abe cabinet eventually lif-
ted the ban on Japan’ s right of exercising “collective self—defense” in 2014. As Japan’s ally the U.S. has played
61
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an important role in this development. When President Obama came to power the U.S. government didn’ t openly
express support for Japan’ s move out of a variety of concerns. Since the beginning of 2014 however the U.S. has
changed its former cautious position and officially announced supporting Japan’ s lifting the ban. This is because of
its “strategic rebalance” consideration and the need to further curb China’ s rise. However there are still differ—
ences between the U.S. and Japan over the fundamental goal and the concrete implementation of the ban. Instead of
unconditionally supporting Japan’s move the U.S. wants the lift to be a “controllable process” which means the
extent of the lift must be under U.S. control so that it can fully meet U.S. interest and avoid any possible risk. So
the Obama administration” s policy can be characterized as “supporting in principle and keeping cautious in opera—
tion”.

Keywords: Right of collective self—defense lifting ban U.S.-Japan alliance controllability

The New Trends of Internet Governance Reform
Li Yan

Abstract: Since the revelation of the “Edward Snowden Scandal” in summer 2013 a new round of reforms in In-
ternet governance ( IG) has been implementing and some new trends are emerging. Firstly the shifting alliances in
this field suggest that some new blocs with potential great influence have gradually come into being. Secondly the
governments tend to take more responsibilities and inter—governmental platforms are also playing more active role in
the IG process. The governments’ role in the future IG will face greater challenges. Thirdly the globalization of
ICANN has become the top priority of the IG reform. This is widely seen by the international community as a break—
through in breaking the U.S. monopoly of the Internet resources. Given the U.S. overwhelming advantage in
ICANN there is still a long way to go in this regard. Although China is the largest country of internet users in the
world its voice and capabilities in the existing IG regime is still very limited. In order to play a responsible role in
cyberspace China should step up efforts to more actively participate in the IG reform.

Keywords: Internet governance new trends of reform impacts

Current Economic Difficulties in the Eurozone and Future Prospects
Wang Shuo

Abstract: Currently the eurozone is facing serious economic difficulties of low inflation and low growth especially
the Greek issue is highlighting a tense atmosphere causing the outsiders doubting whether the eurozone will be sus—
tainable. The European Union and the eurozone member states have taken multiple countermeasures to solve the dif—
ficulties. Although it is difficult for them to completely get rid of the plight of the eurozone they have produced
some positive effects. At least the euro crisis has temporarily subsided. As it is difficult for the eurozone to eradicate
its inherent defects it will inevitably encounter various problems and difficulties in the future. But the eurozone will
continue to develop among the difficulties and this is the law of the European integration.

Keywords: Eurozone economic difficulties the European version of “quantitative easing”

( Edited by Hong Jianjun)
62



