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thinking as represented by power transition theory, and incorporate a wider
range of variables into the scope of research, including domestic political
models, strategic choices, and international strategic dynamics. On the other
hand, we must also engage in a deeper assessment of the dichotomy that is
regularly presented throughout the history of international relations between
a rising and a leading major power, and which is currently used to consider
the U. S. and China. Only through careful theoretical innovation and historical
comparison can we create the scholarly foundation necessary for understanding the
process of China and the U. S. constructing a NTGPR, and make meaningful as-
sessments of developmental trends that can help to the greatest extent possible to
ensure that historical mistakes are not repeated.
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America’s Response to Historical Problems in U. S. -Japan Relations
Liu Weidong

Abstract: The U. S. and Japan have yet to come to a consensus with re-
spect to a number of historical issues remaining from the World War 1I era.
Recently, long term divergence between the two states have re-surfaced as a
result of certain contemporary issues with significant historical resonance. In
particular, disputes between the two states with respect to “comfort women”
and the Yasukuni Shrine have caused a setback in U. S.-Japan relations,
Mainstream thinking within the U. S. has always held that practical interests
should dictate America’s response to Japan’s historical issues, and accord-
ingly that the U. S. should follow the principle of “positively observe and
timely intervene.” In this way, the U. S. can avoid becoming an interested
party, while maintaining the leverage over Japan necessary to maintain con-
trol over the situation and preventing it from disrupting America’s overall
position in the Asia-Pacific Region. As the Abe administration speeds up its
steps to normalize the country, dynamics between the U. S. and Japan with

respect to historical issues have already impacted mutual trust between the
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two states, and the ability of the U. S. to control the context will likely de-
crease as a result.
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Models for Resolution of the China-Vietnam Dispute in the South Chi-
na Seas: The Role of External Major Powers and International Law
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Abstract; Vietnam is the main challenger of China in the South China
Seas and how to settle the disputes between China and Vietnam is the key
factor in the South China Seas issue. While Vietnam has welcomed U. S.
involvement in the South China Seas, it is also concerned that American in-
volvement might harm Vietnamese interests over the longer term. At pres-
ent, given the difficulty China has safeguarding its sovereignty over the
South China Seas through the use of force, application of international law
and shelving disputes, China should leverage opportunities that arise around
contradictions between Vietnam and the U. S. At the same time, as it pre-
pares for a military struggle, it should also explore peaceful means of resol-
ving the Sino-Vietnam dispute based on its own capacities. China should work
to enhance the international environment as a means of decreasing the attempts of
the U. 8. and Japan to contain China by exploiting the South China Seas.
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Abstract: Following the election of Aquino III, the Philippine’s policy
towards the islands shifted from one of moderation to one of extremism. This
article takes a different approach, looking instead to domestic politics of the
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