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polity similarity between the U.S. and each disputant. Based on the existing data in
field of international relations, the author raises five hypotheses out of this framework,
which are examined through a relatively novel method fuzzy-set/qualitative comparative
analysis. The results indicate that the lack of economic interdependence and alliance
relationship, the great degree of polity similarity between America and the target
state, and the great degree of power ratio and the lack of the economic interdepend-
ence between the U.S. and the support state are the necessary conditions for U.S.
military interventions in territorial disputes. There are five valid explanatory paths on
the basis of sufficient condition analysis. Both the great degree of the power ratio and
the lack of the similarity degree of foreign policies between the U.S. and the target
state exist in those explanatory paths respectively, which reveals that they exert great
impact on the U.S. military interventions in territorial disputes. However, the alliance
relations and the similarity degree of foreign policies and the degree of polity similarity
between America and the support state are not significant in explaining the cases
where the U.S. supported some states without alliance relationship and polity similari-
ty. These findings demonsirate that the third-party joining behavior's selection effect is
not verified.

[Key Words] territorial disputes, U.S. military intervention, fuzzy-set/qualitative com-
parative analysis, U.S. foreign relations

[ Author] Chi Yong, Ph.D. Candidate, Department of International Relations, Nankai

University.

The U.S. Rebalancing between China and Japan in the Background of Its Rebal-

ancing Strategy
Liu Weidong (81)

[ Abstract] As two pillars in the Asia-Pacific region, China and Japan received special
attention from the U.S. in its rebalancing strategy. From the U.S. point of view, al-
though China is the main object to be prevented, and Japan is the main collaborator,
both China and Japan have values that can be utilized, and meanwhile both show
challenges to the U.S. interests with different nature and extent from a broader and
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long-term perspective. There is a tradition in the U.S. diplomacy that China and Japan
are put together to be considered coordinately under its Asian strategic framework.
Since both China and Japan are experiencing the process of rapid change currently and
the U.S. capability to implement the rebalancing strategy is widely questioned, the
Obama administration intends to seize the opportunity that the tension between China
and Japan is growing due to territorial disputes, taking advantage of its favorable posi-
tion in China-U.S.-Japan trilateral relations, adopting different tactics towards China
and Japan in fields of politics, security, economy and trying to reach again the bal-
ance between these two countries with complicated and subtle measures, which will
meet the U.S. interests, decrease its managing cost and promote its influence in Asia.
However, due to many limitations in reality, the implementation of this strategy will
not let the United States, whose relative strength has dropped objectively while its in-
tention of taking control of East Asia has not weakened subjectively, feel relaxed.
[Key Words] American foreign policy, East Asia strategy, rebalance, China, Japan
[ Author] Liu Weidong, Associate Researcher at CASS.

Interests, Perception and Interaction: The Logic of the Evolution of the Sino-
U.S. Relations
Wang Hao (98)

[ Abstract] As the world’s two most influential countries that come from entirely differ-
ent civilizations, the relationship between China and the United States is both global
and strategic. Therefore, the development of the Sino-U.S. relations must be based on
a certain strategic underpinning. In the author’s view, the formation and solidification
of such underpinnings are determined by the interplays among interests, perception and
interaction between the two countries, so these three factors have been the core varia-
bles of the Sino-U.S. relations since its normalization. In this article, the author will
use these variables as tools to analyze the three distinguishing phases of the Sino-U.S.
relations from 1969 to date, namely 1969-1989, 1989-2009 and 2009-now, and the

aim is to point out the logic of the evolution of the Sino-U.S. relations and its implica-
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