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A Note from the Editor—in—Chief

American Studies with A People’ s View of History —+=++- Wu Baiyi  (9)

FOCAL TOPIC

An Assessment of the Trump Administration in the First
Year R R T R T R R R R R IR P Diao Damlng (11)

The Trump administration in its first year amid controversies brought many
changes to the United States and the world. In historical context though
the Trump administration in the first year was not entirely negative in its
performance in government’ s internal relations in its relations with the
GOP establishment and in its relationship with public opinion. It differed
from normal U.S. presidential politics which reflects uncertainty within the
Trump administration its dominance within the GOP party and its main—
taining stable minority political support. Representing minorities and aggra—
vating polarization of the Trump administration characteristically highlight
the core issue of current American politics which is that the realigning of
American politics cannot effectively respond to the changing public opin—
ion especially in the age of social media. The trends and problems that the
Trump administration has shown are bound to continue in 2018. The possi—
ble shift in majority control in both chambers of the U.S. Congress in the
upcoming midterm elections could accelerate the reshaping and limiting of
the Trump administration.

The U.S. Indo-Pacific Strategy under the Obama Presidency:
An Exploration Based on America’s Grand
Strategy =~ ceteeeceeereeeeseenseessnnisniiennneennneeeeee Oy Chaobing  (37)
The U.S. Indo—Pacific policy is an integral part of America’ s grand strategy
that is essentially comprehensive and global. The U.S. under the Obama
presidency did not clearly state its Indo—Pacific strategy but as economic
political strategic and cultural interactions among nations within the Indo—

Pacific region increase and as the transformation of security in this region



accelerates the Indian and the Pacific Oceans are increasingly becoming a
single integrated geostrategic and geoeconomic unit. Thus the U.S. strategic
perspective has been transformed from the Asia-Pacific into the IndoPacif—
ic and the Indo-Pacific as an idea has been incorporated into America’ s
strategic thinking and implementation. This article argues that a proper un—
derstanding of the U.S. Indo—Pacific policy requires an examination through
the lens of its grand strategy paying more attention to its multiple goals and
to exploring its detailed strategic actions.

The Indo-Pacific Strategy under the Trump

Admlnlstratlon cecccsne . R Xu Jln]Ln

The Trump administration released its first National Security Strategy in
2017 which elaborates on the “Indo-Pacific Strategy ”. It bases that vision
on the principles of reciprocity of rule of law and of freedom of naviga-
tion with economic security at its heart. In terms of regional security

President Trump rejects nuclear blackmail and terrorism and defines Chi-
na as a “strategic competitor”. Backed by a U.S.Japan alliance U.S.-
India ties and the Quad the Indo-Pacific Strategy is designed to maintain a
balance of power in the Indo-Pacific region. From a broader Indo—Pacific
perspective  Trump seeks to use regional allies to contain an expanding
China and offers an alternative to the Belt and Road Initiative. However

much work still needs to be done as he aims to alter Obama’ s Asia-Pacific

policy.

ARTICALS

The U.S.-ROK Alliance in Adjustment: History of Development
Strengthening Motivation and Challenges +****+**+*= Bi Yingda

The U.S.ROK Alliance has been steadily strengthened for the sake of Asia—
Pacific strategy and international political relations on the Korean peninsu—
la. However many challenges can undermine this alliance such as Ameri-
ca’s contraction strategy and Korea’ s political and social chaos. External—
ly the change of the Sino-U.S. relationship and integrative development of
Northeast Asia are significant factors for the alliance. It should still remain
stable for a long time in view of the current regional situation. America will
allow ROK some independent power while increasing its influence. So more
security responsibilities must be assumed by ROK itself. In the long run

ROK will look to expanding its autonomy which will certainly hurt the alli-
ance. At present multilateral cooperation has become the trend because of

economic globalization in the East Asian region. There will be more chal-
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