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The Evolution, Internal Motivation and Future Trend of “Ballast” in the Sino-US Relation since
China’s Reform and Opening-up

Abstract

Although the word “ballast” has been widely used in academic circles and media to describe
Sino-US economic relation, the definition of “ballast” in international relations, its evolutionary
motivation, and its future development trend have not been discussed in depth. This article defines
“pallast” as “the balanced international relationship in certain areas that can maintain the overall
stability of bilateral or multinational relations in a crisis”. By reviewing the historical process of
the evolution of “ballast” in the Sino-US relation since China’s reform and opening-up, it is found
that the economic relation, as a long-term “ballast” of Sino-US relation, is facing disintegration
under the influence of the international structure. The short-term non-traditional security “ballasts”,
such as terrorism and financial crisis, have also disappeared in the process of obsolescence and
normalization of the problem area. This paper would put forward six situations in which the stable
“ballast” would reappear in Sino-US relation and look forward to the future Sino-US relation.

Key Words: Sino-US relation, “Ballast”, Economic Relation, Crisis
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