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FOCAL TOPIC:
2012 U. S. Elections and Sino-U. S. Relations

Reasons for Obama’s Re-election and Challenges
in his Second Term = ccceeeeeceeeccccenees Zhou Qi and Qi Hao 7

In the 2012 American presidential election, the incumbent President
Barack Obama was re-elected by a large margin. Main factors for
Obama’s victory include the improvement of the economy and em-
ployment, support by the majority of ethnic minorities, and greater
favorability of the mid-low income group. Nevertheless, in his second
term,at home, a gravely polarized society and the persistent wrang-
ling between the two parties in Congress would block Obama’s efforts
to fulfill his following policy objectives: to put the medical care re-
form act into practice, to develop clean energy and reduce greenhouse
gas emissions, and to push a new immigration law by working with
the Congress. Abroad, the Obama administration has shown the in-
tention to continue the strategy of “rebalancing” towards the Asia-
Pacific. However, the Obama administration would be confronted
with two problems. One is to maintain a balance between strengthe-
ning the ties with its traditional Asian allies and developing coopera-
tive relations with China. The other is that the serious and complica-
ting situation in the Middle East may hold back his strategic adjust-

ment.

Cycles, Party Realignment, and Sectionalism of American
Presidential Elections in Historical and
Comparative PerSpeCtiVeS teesececccescassssstecccscnn nen e Xze T(l,() (30)

Most of the studies of American presidential elections are single-case
studies that focus on the present election and hence fail to put the e-
lection outcome in proper historical-comparative context. Based on
theories of historical cycles, party realignment, and sectionalism,
this paper argues that the elections of 1968 and 1992 are critical elec-
tions that have resulted in partisan and sectional realignments. The
paper further argues that the outcome of the 2012 election largely

continues the patterns of partisan and sectional realignments estab-
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lished in the wake of the 1992 election. The paper predicts that there
would be a new round of party realignment after 2016, when Barack

Obama’s second term ends.

The 2012 U. S. Presidential Election and Sino-US

Relations «++seeseesvrsverseeensnnennnnnnnnnnnns Zhano Yeliang  (46)
The issue of China and U. S. policy toward China remained a hot top-
ic throughout the 2012 American presidential election. Contrary to
political and security issues in the preceding elections after the Cold
War, the China issue in this election centered on economic and trade
issues that are related with American domestic economic problems.
Bashing China on such issues as the renminbi exchange rate, trade
practice, intellectual property rights, and China’s holdings of U. S.
Treasury securities, as well as how to cope with China’s economic
competition were two recurring themes when the presidential candi-
dates mentioned China in the campaign trail. Apart from campaign
interests and American public anxiety over their living conditions un-
der the sluggish economy and job situation, how to deal with a rising
China and its challenges to U. S. global supremacy, which is one of
the key foreign policy issues the next U. S. president has to address,
was the inherent and more important factor that made China a cam-
paign issue. This reflects, in a sense, the structural changes of U.
S. -China relations caused by the rise of China and the narrowing of
the power gap between the two countries. Economy will become the

most intensive area in Sino-U. S. strategic competition.

The 2012 U. S. Congressional Elections and the Influence of
the New Congress on U. S. Policy

towards China «e++eesessseeeevesseseseeeniianncens Digo Daming  (68)
The 2012 Congressional Elections show the vigorous return of parti-
sanship. With redistricting and Presidential coattail effects, the trend
of partisan polarization continues. The Democrats has got slight gain
in Southern red states as a result of changing demographic structure,
especially the growth of minority, while the Republican Party is driv-
en further right by the Tea Party. Consequently, the partisan stale-
mate in Congress will stay for a long time, and the newly-elected
Congress will continue to battle with President Obama on many do-
mestic and foreign issues, which undoubtedly will distort national in-
terest and land American-style democracy deeply in myth and confu-
sion. As for the US China policy, the Congress may continue to play
the role of “discordant note”, which is likely to disrupt the steady and



healthy development of Sino-US relations. The article argues that the
divided government may provoke more negative actions on the China
issue, and hence bring unnecessary cost to the bilateral relations.
Moreover, the changes and adjustments of the members and leader-
ships in the key congressional committees, in the key congressional
caucuses, and the changes of the congressional members relating to
China, and even changes of Tea Party members will increase the pos-
sibility of the negative impact of the 113th Congress on the China is-
sue.

ARTICLES

Filibuster in the U. S, Senate: Controversy, Reform and
Influence e« reeerneermnesineeinnnienninnnenes He Xinggiang  (91)

Filibuster, a powerful parliamentary device to delay or entirely ob-
struct a vote on a given bill with actions such as prolonged speech or
other procedures in the United States Senate, was employed fre-
quently in recent years. It reveals the intensity of polarization in U.
S. politics at present. It also works as an important cause for the po-
larization and even turns it more polarized. Senators use filibusters
more frequently on domestic issues, less in foreign affairs. The con-
troversies and reforms on filibuster in U. S. domestic politics reflect
the conflict between the forces to protect the minority and the under-
lying principles of checks and balances and the groups to ensure ma-
jority rule so as to safeguard efficiency and smooth operation of the
government. Filibuster embodies the values of U. S. democracy in

protecting minority rights and restraining unlimited powers.

The Politics of Demonstration and the Combat against the Tudeh Party.
the Point Four Program in Iran «---=cesseeeeeeeeeees Yu Gongde (111)
According to the containment strategy of the Cold War, the U. S.
government implemented the Point Four Program in Iran out of con-
cern over the rapid growth of the communist party Tudeh. To com-
bat the appeal of the communist ideal among the Iranians, the U. S.
government underlined the importance of demonstration and devoted
to spreading an ideal of progress and a mode of development by carry-
ing out the Program. Through the war of ideals, the U. S. govern-
ment hoped to win the hearts of the Iranian people against the Tudeh

Party, but it was not successful in the end.
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It HAEAR Z i e B4 1 — i 3] ) Ab— i 75 K 24 30 4R, SEIRE AL 4E 12 7E 5
A ] B P — A S T AT 1) PRBCER B A F A2 S A L (R 2 4 — B TR L ik A
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TAER T AENE CRENMNA LA RAR L FF W EN., X7 WA HE R T %M. Stephen Skow-
ronek, The Politics Presidents Make : Leadership from John Adams to Bill Clinton (Cambridge: Harvard
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@  Arthur M. Schlesinger, Sr., Pathsto the Present (New York: Macmillan, 1949).

@  Arthur M. Schlesinger, Jr. , The Cycles of American History (Boston, Houghton Mifflin, 1986) , chapter
2. HAb ey A it .7 £ /. Albert O. Hirschman, Shifting Involvements: Private Interest and Public Ac-
tion, (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1982); Herbert McClosky and John Zaller, The American
Ethos: Public Attitudes toward Capitalism and Democracy (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press,
1984),
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2006 Statistical Evidence and an Explanatory.,” American Political Science Review, Vol. 102, No. 1,
2008, pp. 1~17.
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@ V. O. Key, Jr., “A Theory of Critical Election,” Journal of Politics, Vol.17, No. 1, 1955, pp. 3~18.
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tions and the Political Order (New York: Wiley and Sons, 1960) ; Gerald Pomper, “Classification of Presi-
dential Elections,” Journal of Politics, Vol. 29, No. 3, 1967, pp. 535~566; Jonathan Knuckey, “Classifi-
cation of Presidential Elections: An Update,” Polity, Vol. 31, No.4, 1999, pp. 639~653.
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pp. 198~210; Walter Dean Burnham, Critical Elections and the Mainsprings of American Politics (New
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@ Jeff Fishel, ed., Parties and Elections in an Anti-party Age (Bloomington: Indiana University Press,
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dent Biden & Sen. Kerry, ”available at: http://transcripts. enn. com/ TRANSCRIPTS/1002/10/1kl. 01.
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SR, 7E 1806 4FELUR M JL-H4E IS B A" — B A KBk, HF 1837 4R,
A BRIV TG R FH 25 SR 30 8 B A B0, A A5 S S 1 B — Uk LR B

@ Sarah A. Binder and Steven S. Smith, Politics or Principle? Filibustering in the United States Senate
(Washington, D. C. : Brookings Institution Press, 1997), p. 35.

@ Sarah A. Binder and Steven S. Smith, Politics or Principle? Filibustering in the United States Senate s pp.
37~38.

® “Rule of the Senate: XIX: Debate, ”available at: http://rules. senate. gov/public/index. cfm? p= RuleX-
IX.
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@ Testimony of Sarah Binder, Senior Fellow, The Brookings Institution, Before the Committee on Rules,
U. S. Senate, April 22, 2010, available at: http://www. brookings. edu/testimony/2010/0422_f{ilibuster_
binder. aspx.

@ Walter J. Oleszek, Congressional Procedures and the Policy Process, (Washington, D. C. : CQ Press,
2007) . p. 240.
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@© “Rule of the Senate: XXII: Precedence of Motions, ”available at: http://rules. senate. gov/public/index.
cfm? p=RuleXXII.

@ Catherine Fisk and Erwin Chemerinsky, “The Filibuster,” Stanford Law Review, Vol. 49:181, January
1997, pp. 198~199.

@  Gregory J. Wawro, “The Filibuster and Filibuster Reform in the U. S. Senate, 1917~1975,” Testimony
prepared for the Senate Committee on Rules and Administration, April 22, 2010, p. 4.
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@ Gregory J. Wawro, “The Filibuster and Filibuster Reform in the U. S. Senate, 1917~1975,” p. 5.

@ HAHRMWLBAEBEONEERNERAZNELAE, & LAWK A http: //www. senate. gov/page-
layout/reference/cloture_motions/clotureCounts. htm,

@  Senate Historical Office, “Wayne Morse Sets Filibuster Record,” United States Senate, available at: ht-
tp://www. senate. gov/artandhistory/history/minute/ Wayne_Morse_Sets_Filibuster_Record. htm.

@  Senate History Office, “Filibuster and Cloture,” United States Senate, available at: http://www. senate.

gov/artandhistory/history/common/briefing/Filibuster_Cloture. htm.
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@ Aaron Erlich, “Whatever Happened to the Old-Fashioned Jimmy Stewart-Style Filibuster?” George Mason
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@ Gregory J. Wawro, “The Filibuster and Filibuster Reform in the U. S. Senate, 1917~1975, "pp. 5~8.
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@ “Point Four Health Units Reach Iran,” September 22, 1951, Department of State Bulletin, Vol. X X VI,
No. 691, p.452.

@ Niel M. Johnson, “Oral History Interview with William E. Warne,” May 21, 1988, available at: http://
www. trumanlibrary. org/oralhist/warnewe. htm.

@ William E. Warne, Mission for Peace: Point 4 in Iran (Washington, D. C. : Ibex Pub, March 1, 1999),
pp. 170, 223.

@ X H s XA Ut A David A, Baldwin, Economic Development and American Foreign Policy 1943
~ 1962, (Chicago and London: the University of Chicago Press, 1966); Vernon W. Ruttan, United States
Development Assistance Policy: the Domestic Politics of Foreign Economic Aid , (Baltimore and London:
the Johns Hopkins University Press, 1996); Sergei Y. Shenin, The United States and the Third World :
the Origins of the Postwar Relations and the Point Four Program (1949 ~1953) (Huntington, NY: Nova
Science Publishers, Inc. 2000). # SCH A Uik A # 4 (A KB B 2 B X % = # R B X2 5 4 2 #F % (1947
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@ “The Current Situation in Iran,” October 8, 1948, Digital National Security Archive Chereafter as DN-
SA)Y, SE00044, p. 1.
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@® “The Current Situation in Iran,” October 8, 1948, DNSA, SE00044, p. 1.
@  “The Current Situation in Iran,” October 8, 1948, DNSA, SE00044, p. 10.
@  “The Current Situation in Iran,” June 27, 1949, DNSA, SE00071, p. 1.

@  “The Current Situation in Iran,” June 27, 1949, DNSA, SE00071, pp.4~5.
® “The Current Situation in Iran,” June 27, 1949, DNSA, SE00071, p. 9.
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@O “Paper Prepared in the Bureau of Near Eastern, South Asian, and African Affairs,” Foreign Relations of
the United States, 1950 (hereafter as FRUS, 1950), Vol. V., pp.465~466.

@  “Paper Prepared in the Bureau of Near Eastern, South Asian, and African Affairs,” FRUS, 1950, Vol. V ,
p. 466.

@  “Paper Prepared in the Bureau of Near Eastern, South Asian, and African Affairs,” FRUS, 1950, Vol. V ,
p. 465,

@ “Paper Prepared in the Bureau of Near Eastern, South Asian. and African Affairs,” FRUS, 1950, Vol. V .
p. 465.
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“The Nucleus of the Tudeh Party,” January 1, 1951, DNSA, JR00229, pp. 33~34.

“The Tudeh Party: Vehicle of Communism in Iran,” July 18, 1949, DNSA, SE00072, pp. 15~20.
“Tudeh Party Leaders,” June 24, 1950, DNSA, TIR00216, pp. 95~96.

“Tudeh Party Leaders,” June 24, 1950, DNSA, TR00216, pp. 95~96.
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“Tudeh Party Leaders,” June 24, 1950, DNSA, IR00216, pp. 10~11.

“The Tudeh Party: Vehicle of Communism in Iran,” July 18, 1949, DNSA, SE00072, p. 1.
“The Tudeh Party: Vehicle of Communism in Iran,” July 18, 1949, DNSA, SE00072, p. 1.
“The Current Situation in Iran,” October 8. 1948, DNSA, SE00044, p. 4.
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“The Current Situation in Iran,” October 8, 1948, DNSA, SE00044, p. 4.
“The Current Situation in Iran,” October 8, 1948, DNSA, SE00044, p. 4.
“The Current Situation in Iran,” June 27, 1949, DNSA, SE00071, p. 6.
“The Current Situation in Iran,” June 27, 1949, DNSA, SE00071, p. 3.
“The Current Situation in Iran,” June 27, 1949, DNSA, SE00071, p. 5.
“The Current Situation in Iran,” June 27, 1949, DNSA, SE00071, p. 9.
“The Current Situation in Iran,” June 27, 1949, DNSA, SE00071, p. 9.
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@ “The Department of State to the Iranian Embassy,” FRUS, 1950, Vol. V, p. 456.

@  “The Department of State to the Iranian Embassy,” FRUS, 1950, Vol. V , pp. 455~457.

® “The Ambassador in Iran (Wiley) to the Secretary of State,” January 30, 1950, FRUS. 1950, Vol. V,
p. 458.
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@ “The Ambassador in Iran (Wiley) to the Secretary of State,” January 30, 1950, FRUS, 1950, Vol. V .
p. 463.

@ “Memorandum by the Assistant Secretary of State for Near Eastern, South Asian, and African Affairs

(McGhee) to the Secretary of State,” April 25, 1950, FRUS, 1950, Vol. V, p.522.

“Paper Prepared in the Department of State,” FRUS, 1950, Vol. V, pp. 509~519.

@ “Memorandum by the Assistant Secretary of State for Near Eastern, South Asian, and African Affairs
(McGhee) to the Secretary of State,” April 25, 1950, FRUS, 1950, Vol. V. pp. 523~524.
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@ “The Ambassador in Iran (Grady) to the Acting Secretary of State,” September 17, 1950, FRUS, 1950,
Vol. V', pp. 589~590.

@ “Point 4 Project in Iran Announced,” October 30, 1950, Department of State Bulletin, p.703.

@ “Point Four Agreements Concluded with Iran,” April 15, 1952, Department of State Bulletin.

@ “Expansion of Point Four Activities in Africa and Near East,” January 21, 1952, Department of State Bul-
letin, Vol. X X VI, No. 658, p.217.
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@® Document 105, in Dennis Merril ed. , Documentary History of the Truman Presidency (DHTP), Vol.
27, “The Point Four Program: Reaching out to Help the Less Developed Countries” (Bethesda, MD: Uni-
versity Publications of America, 1999), April 9, 1952, p. 821.

@ L.K. Hyde Jr. , The United States and the United Nations, Promoting the Public Welfare . Exam ples o f
American Cooperation, 1945~ 1955(New York: Manhattan Publishing Company, 1960), p. 123.
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@ “Point Four Health Units Reach Iran,” September 22, 1951, Department of State Bulletin, Vol. X X V.
No. 691, p.452.

@ “Expansion of Point Four Activities in Africa and Near East,” January 21, 1952, Department of State Bul-
letin, Vol. X X VI, No. 658, p.217.

@ “Point 4 Project in Iran Announced,” October 30, 1950, Department of State Bulletin, p.703.

@ “The Ambassador in Iran (Grady) to the Secretary of State,” October 12, 1950, FRUS, 1950, Vol. V.
p. 607.
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@ Jonathan B. Bingham, Shirt-Sleeve Diplomacy—Point 4 in Action (New York: The John Day Company,
1954) , pp. 28~29.

@ “The Acting Secretary of State to Certain Diplomatic and Consular Offices.” September 12, 1950, FRUS.
1950, Vol. I, p. 866.

@ “Expansion of Point Four Activities in Africa and Near East,” January 21, 1952, Department of State Bul-
letin, Vol. X X VI. No. 658, p.218.

@  Jonathan B. Bingham, Shirt-Sleeve Diplomacy—Point 4 in Action, pp. 3~38.
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@® “The Ambassador in Iran (Grady) to the Secretary of State.” October 12, 1950, FRUS, 1950, Vol. V.,
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@  Sergei Y. Shenin, The United States and the Third World : the Origins of the Postwar Relations and the
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106.



e 126 - * B AR

L HOR M B F B2 M L C Bk B, — T, T 36 Y SE IR BV L 5
T30 A S DA A AR TS DU R B PR SR AR D TR A — R R
REIRCAT 78 3 RO 19 330 s 75— J7 1, S5 D BRS SE B J2 45 B 51 A DY R R AR S SR 175 4
TEX P OL T 5 DU s R Y 7 7 8000 78 O OB i s AN RO A T, 1979
AR B A T3 I PR A Y 1 4 A B B 81 65 BT BORORC — IR SR 1
o S U R TR IR AT I P B A AR AR A BRI A T R R SR N B DO A
THRIAE R IS8R 1 e e B

RWE:FEHLL2HFRIRGL2ARB AL RELE

(KX T HEHRE:ZHH)
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